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Mission Accomplished, Almost – 4

Ruta Sepetys 6My Lithuanian
Identity 10

Thirteen athletes will
represent Lithuania at
the XXIV Olympic Winter
Games in Beijing, China,
February 4-20. Lithuania
is sending its largest
contingent of athletes to
the Winter Games to
date – five biathletes,
two downhill skiers,
four skiers
and a pair of
figure ska-
ters. 3



chasing him and lemon-yellow ducklings. I remem-
ber sitting atop gigantic stallions as they fearlessly
canter through the salty tides. Like the horses, I am
bold and free, as the white steed on the Lithuanian
emblem my grandmother gave me. I recognize this
image as my own: the gallant knight riding a snowy
white horse. I feel connected to my heritage: I am that
knight riding that horse into the great battle of  life.

A lush green takes me back to another place – a
place where forests hold mysterious secrets that once
filled my little brain, a place where magical mush-
rooms grow. I remember the first time I went hunt-
ing for mushrooms with my family. In the deep dark
woods of  Maine where anything could happen, we
strolled attentively with huge buckets and tiny
pocket knives in our hands. As we walk, my dad tells
me stories of  his youth, how he went hunting for
mushrooms with his wise grandmother in the an-
cient forests of  Lithuania. His stories help me feel
deeply connected to my ancestors and heritage.
Here, in the spooky Vermont forest, secluded in the
Art House, I feel equally connected. I am surround-
ed by a glorious camp that holds thousands upon
thousands of  magnificent memories from every
Lithuanian camper that has ever come here. Re-
membering my own experiences with fondness, I look
around at the walls and find my name along with all
my best friends. Just a few nights ago, on my birth-
day, we sat on a dock by the moonlight-lit water,
counting the bright stars and sharing our deepest se-
crets. We were connected not only by our culture but
also by the experiences we’ve created together. We
share the same Lithuanian blood, the same ances-
tors, and the same values; we all experience life in
similar ways: through the eyes of  a Lithuanian.

A splash of  opulent red hits my canvas. For me,
red symbolizes strength, passion, and fire. Red
sends me back to the martial arts dojo that became
my second home when I was nine. The bright red cir-
cle on the Japanese flag, intensified by my connec-
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Yellow-Green-Red: the colors of the flag of my her-
itage. I dip my twisted paintbrush into my favorite
paint, gouache, and start swiftly layering a glossy coat
onto a colorless canvas. Today all my friends are go-
ing on an adventure while I sit here feeling miserably
lonely with an ankle that’s bruised and so discolored
that it doesn’t seem real. While my friends take
Neringa’s traditional 14-mile hike through the Ver-
mont wilderness, I’m left behind to finish a project,
alone with my crutches, my sorrow and my brush.

It’s Friday afternoon in this colorful little Art
House, whose walls are covered with campers’
names. The paint is aging and beginning to peel.

Camp Neringa is my Lithuanian Mecca. Hidden in
hazy green Vermont mountains, this is a sacred place
for Lithuanians in America. Neringa radiates
Lithuanian spirit by fostering culture, national
pride and history. I sink my sopping brush into a glob
of  sunflower-yellow paint and start to reminisce.
What do these three colors mean to me? How is my
identity conveyed through them? 

I gaze upon the sunny yellow that represents life.
It transports me to memories of  my childhood. I re-
member galloping through fields with my brother,

Join us at Camp Neringa
this summer!

Neringa is a Lithuanian cultural camp

founded by the Sisters of the Immaculate Con-

ception in 1969. For 50 years, Neringa has pro-

vided thousands of children and families

with a nurturing experience rich in Lithuanian

heritage and the Catholic faith. It fosters

positive character development of campers,

counselors, staff, families, and participants. 

Registration for summer camps begins on

March 1st. There are camp sessions for fam-

ilies, children, youth, and adults in Lithuanian

and English. A full 2022 schedule of Neringa

events and summer camps is available online:

www.neringa.org.

Also, Counselor and Counselor-in-Training

positions are available. Application forms

will be available online beginning March 1st.  

Please contact Neringa Executive Direc-

tor Liana Pike at liana@neringa.org or Dana

Vainauskienė, Summer Camp Director, at

dana@neringa.org for additional information.

As always, a Neringa summer is filled with

joy, new experiences and friendships! We can’t

wait to see you again this year at Neringa!

Ieva Surantas The Art House at Camp Neringa – Its walls bear the names of camper-artists.                                Photo Lukas Draugelis

tion to the same bright red band on the Lithuanian
flag, sends swift energy flowing through my veins. Al-
though Karate was my flame, walking the scarlet
walls at school allowed me to admire the flaming red
of  the mascot: The Knight. It reminded me of  the
same powerful radiant red on the Lithuanian flag and
the same armored knight on the Lithuanian emblem.
It represents me.

“Lietuva, Tėvyne mūsų,”- I hear my team singing
from afar as they head back to camp. I am filled with
a deep sense of  pride and satisfaction. Through my
experiences at Neringa and the cultural thread in my
family’s heritage, it became apparent how vital be-
ing Lithuanian is to me. I quickly lay the last few
strokes on my work, rushing with excitement. Yellow-
Green-Red: I painted my Lithuanian flag. These are
the colors of  my heritage, my roots, my existence in
this world. Each drop from my brush contains a sea
of  memories connecting my past and my present. I
will forever cherish my unique Lithuanian identity
as I ride persistently to meet my future.

Ieva Surantas is a student at the University of Michigan Ann
Arbor. She has spent many summers as a camper at Camp
Neringa and plans to return as a camp counselor this year.

My Lithuanian Identity 

Ieva Surantas with her friend Arijana Lukoševičiūtė at the
Neringa historical photo booth.

Neringa campers perform at the Sisters of the Immaculate Conception annual picnic in Putnam, Connecticut.




