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Along the Path to Freedom

“...Some of the disappointments are
rooted in our attitude, our national men-
tality. It was our belief, perhaps naively,
that with the restoration of our inde-
pendence in 1990, the historic spirit of
February 16, 1918, when the newly elect-
ed Council of Lithuania after World War I
first proclaimed the restoration of an in-
dependent State of Lithuania, will be
replicated in our time. But it just did not
happen, unfortunately. ...”

– Emanuelis Zingeris
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Camp Neringa  Creates Endowment Fund – 14

Focusing
on Mars
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See if your property is on the Tax Sale List  

Make sure you’re not missing out on
$46 million in available exemptions

Search $76 million in available refunds 

Pay your First Installment property taxes online
No late fee through May 3, 2021

Enter your street address:

Neringa alumni Ann Simanis Weiss
and brother Joe Simanis, together with
their spouses, recently made an enor-
mously generous gift of $200,000 in
memory of their Aunt Helen. This is the
largest one-time gift that Camp Neringa
has received to date. Their gift will
create the Helen Simanis Fund to fos-
ter the Catholic mission of Camp Ner-
inga. 

Both Ann and Joe camped at Ner-
inga in the 1980s at the English-
Speaking Lithuanian Heritage

Children’s Camp. Camp Neringa is lo-
cated in southern Vermont and re-
cently celebrated its 50th birthday.
Neringa’s mission is to provide a nur-
turing experience rich in Lithuanian
heritage and Catholic faith that en-
courages the positive character devel-
opment of  all participants.

When making the donation, Ann
wrote, “Our Aunt Helen was dedicated

to both her faith and her Lithuanian
heritage. In fact, when we were chil-
dren, it was she who suggested that we
attend Camp Neringa. I recall our first
visit to the camp, the summer before
we started attending, and seeing her
walk through the outdoor birch chapel,
with wobbly benches and a slightly lop-
sided altar. In her travels, she visited
holy places all over the world, but I
imagine that she would say that this
peaceful spot in the woods was one of
the most beautiful chapels she had
ever seen. So, we could not think of  a
better way to honor her memory than
to make a gift to Neringa.” 

Helen Simanis, who spent much of
her career as an industrial safety
nurse in Connecticut, was an active
member of  the local chapter of  the
Knights of  Lithuania.  A devoted
parishioner of  St. George Catholic
Church in Bridgeport, Connecticut,
she was the first-ever recipient of  the
St. Augustine Medal of  Service when

the honor was established by the Dio-
cese of  Bridgeport in 2005. She is fond-
ly remembered to have always lent a
helping hand and attentive ear to all
who needed her time and expertise. He-
len passed away in October of  2019. In-
terestingly, Helen’s brother Joseph,
Ann and Joe’s father, was instrumen-
tal in creating the Lithuanian Catholic
Mission in Washington, DC. Through
their donation, Ann and Joe are car-
rying forth a family tradition!      

Ann and Joe had heard about the
Neringa100 capital campaign to raise
the money necessary for Camp Ner-
inga, Inc. to purchase the camp prop-
erty from the founders, the Sisters of
the Immaculate Conception, and carry
on the mission of  Neringa. Discus-
sions with Neringa about their gift
began towards the end of  the cam-
paign. Knowing that the Neringa100
campaign was a huge success, they
wanted to make a gift that would mark
the next chapter in Neringa’s history.
“That was why we choose to make an
endowment gift to establish the Helen
Simanis Fund  and create a perma-
nent income stream to foster the
Catholic mission of  Neringa,” wrote
the siblings.

By making their gift, Ann and Joe
have provided Neringa with the means
to take the next step in creating a sol-
id foundation for future generations.
Ann shared their vision by saying,
“The Helen Simanis Fund will be our
Aunt’s legacy, but we encourage all
members of  the Neringa family to
think about a legacy gift. Whether it’s

Camp Neringa Receives its Largest Ever Donation 
and Creates Endowment Fund

Helen Simanis

honoring a loved one or commemo-
rating your years as a camper, a be-
quest is a simple way to make a gift
that will help ensure the future of
Neringa for generations to come.”

Neringa has been blessed beyond
measure by the support of  many, many
donors as well as people who share
their time and talents to create mean-
ingful Neringa experiences. It is only
thanks to this generous support that
Camp Neringa, Inc. has been able to
carry on its Mission successfully and
can continue to work hard to cele-
brate at least 50 more birthdays!  

For information about legacy gifts or more
information about Camp Neringa, please
contact Dana Grajauskas, Interim Executive
Director at dgrajauskas@neringa.org or
203-606-7894. 


