Lithuanian Heritage Camp 2008
Lietuvos Miškas
(The Lithuanian Forest)

The forests of Lithuania are rich with folklore, traditions and exploration. This year we will be exploring these traditions by focusing on the trees, berries, mushrooms, songs, and specific culture that came out of the forests. We will also be spending some time in Neringa’s forests (there are about 100 acres!) exploring and learning more about her beautiful and mysterious woods. 

Opportunity to volunteer at Neringa:

This year we are trying something new.  Unlike for-profit camps, Neringa truly depends on donations not just of money, but of time and labor.  As we are the first camp of the season and understanding that Neringa would not be able to run without the help of many, many volunteers, we would like to extend the opportunity for families to arrive a day early to Neringa in order to contribute and be of service to the camp. (Also, this is a great way to instill the values in our children of the importance of community service and helping others.)

Volunteers will be welcome to arrive on Thursday evening after dinner, and we will begin working promptly at 9am on Friday. This year we will have two main areas to help with:

1. In support of our Miškas- forest theme, we will be doing trail maintenance to make sure the trails are clear and well marked. Bennett, Neringa’s caretaker, has already agreed to help out with this project. If you have a chainsaw and know how to use it, please bring it with you! If you don’t, but want to spend a day in the woods, you’re welcome as well!

2. Vida will be overseeing last minute opening jobs varying from cleaning a cabin, to organizing the craft table, to moving things to where they need to go for the season. 
They say that “many hands make for light work,” so we hope you’ll consider giving some of your time for Neringa and have a fun, energizing day at the same time.  We could really use your help!
Note: There is no fee for coming this day and all meals will be provided for.

Adult Program: Book Club

To continue the momentum of offering a book each year that people can read in advance to then discuss together, (also known as Camp Book Club for Adults), this year we have selected, Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder by Richard Louv. It’s a fascinating book, and fits in perfectly with our Miškas theme.  (For those of you who remember, Jon Secrest did lead a discussion on this a few years back, but no one had the opportunity to read it in advance).
From the inside cover: 

“I like to play indoors better ‘cause that’s where all the electrical outlets are,” reports a fourth-grader.  Never before in history have children been so plugged in – and so out of touch with the natural world.  Some startling facts: By the 1990s the radius around the home where children were allowed to roam on their own had shrunk to a ninth of what it had been in 1970…  This alienation from nature damages children and shapes adults, families and communities.  There are solutions, though, and they’re right in our own backyard.” 
If this sounds interesting, please buy the book or check it out from the library and read the chapters that interest you.  And if you feel you just can’t take on another thing right now-  no worries, we will provide a brief overview of the book in our discussion at camp for those interested.  From there we will open it to a general discussion about our own successes and challenges in helping our children to be outside in nature.  Please don’t feel you have to read the book in order to participate. 

Here is a link: 

http://www.amazon.com/Last-Child-Woods-Children-Nature-Deficit/dp/1565123913
Or try searching for a used copy of it via www.pricegrabber.com.

Enjoy!

More specifics on what to bring to camp regarding this year’s theme

 will be coming closer to the date.

